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summary

Reflection of the January 1948 uprising in Iraq in the poetry of the Kurdish poets in southern
Kurdistan

Upon having a look back at the history of the Kurdish people and seeking the evidence and
sources that show the existence, survival, and struggle of the people for attaining the
political and the national rights, it becomes clear to us that the enemy and the invaders have
always attempted to exploit the Kurdish people and their land for their own interests . As their
military, economic, or political situations had gone into peril, they had sought negotiations
and tried to satisfy the people in return of written promises for tiny portion of their rights.
However, as soon as they had managed to keep the peril at bay or regained a relatively
positive balance, they would once again marginalize the Kurdish people and start over their
oppression and slaughter. Nonetheless, the Kurdish people have always managed to survive
such tyrannies and cruelty, just as they have occasionally responded with public uprisings.
The January 1948 uprising is one such example with a solid impact on the lives of the people
and resulted in a change in the governance system. They evident role of the Kurdish poets in
such uprisings and its reflection in their poetry is a result of the poets being a vital organ of the
society and their active participation in the public events via expressive strong poetic feelings
and attitudes. This research is an attempt to discuss such poets and their symbolic as well as
literal participation in these events.

The rationale for this is the manifest lack of scholarly work dealing with the role of the Kurdish
poets in this uprising in the southern Kurdistan.

The research is divided into two parts. The first part discusses the political situation of Irag and
Kurdistan before and after the uprising in addition to the factors leading to the uprising. It also
discusses their impact on the Kurdish and the Iraqi cities. The second part, which is the core
of the work, discusses the poets who had a role in uprising, either as a revolutionary hero or
as a public or national poets who, through their poetry, kept the memory of the events alive
and had become leaders and vanguards of the demonstrations and the protests of their

people.l]
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